to Father Dinet                           365

When he had thus triumphed for three days, the Physician, who
very clearly that if he were silent many would imagine him
lo *be vanquished, and if, on the other hand, he defended himself
by public disputations, people would not cease as formerly to
prevent his being heard, formed the resolution to reply in writing
to the theses of the Theologian, in which writing he should refute
by good and solid reasons all that had been said against him or his
opinions in these theses; but at the same time he should treat their
author so gently and respectfully as to try to conciliate, or at least
not to exasperate him, inflamed as he was against him1. And in
truth his reply was such that many of those who read it, believed it
to contain nothing of which the Theologian could complain, unless
it were, perhaps, that he termed him a man of piety and desirous of
opposing every sort of malevolence.

Bat although he had not been maligned by word of mouth, he
yet held that the Doctor had done him a great injury, because he
had got the better of him by reasoning, and indeed by reasons that
clearly showed him to be a calumniator and ignorant of the matter
in hand.   And to remedy this evil, he thought he could do no
better than make use of his power, and in his own town secure the
prohibition of the circulation of a reply which was so odious to him.
He may possibly have heard the assertion some people have made
about Aristotle, namely, that when he had no good arguments
wherewith to refute the opinions of the philosophers who preceded
him, he attributed to them others which were quite absurd, that is
to say those given in his writings, and, in order to prevent those
who came after him from discovering his imposture, he caused all
their books to be diligently sought out and burned.    Attempting as
a faithful Peripatetic to imitate this, our Theologian assembled the
Senate of his Academy, and complained of the libel which had been
made upon him by one of his colleagues, and said that he must
suppress it and at the same time exterminate all this philosophy
which disturbed the peace of the Academy.   The most assented to
this statement.    Three of their number2 were deputed to go to the
magistracy and they made to him the same complaints.    The
magistracy, in order to satisfy them, caused a few copies to be
.taken from the publisher's shop, which caused the rest to be more
greedily sought after, and read with more interest.   But as no one

1  This reply by Eegius was published Feb. 16,1642, and was partially written
by Descartes himself.

2  Msetsius, Matheeus and Lirams.